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“tducation is the primary requirement of man and
woman” - Jyotirao Phule

e Chapter DB L

Savitribai Phule: Leader of Women Education
in India

Dr. Prashant R. Shinde
(M. A., M, Phil, Ph. D.)

(Dr. P. R. Shinde has been working as Head & Assistant
Professor in the Department of English in Shivneri
Mahavidyalaya, Shirur Anantpal. He has 12 years’ experience as
a UG teacher and been recognized PG teacher. He has published
12 research papers in reputed journals. He has contributed as
the co-ordinator of NAAC Steering Committee of the college.)
Abstract:

Savitribai Phule’s contribution for the liberation of the
Indian woman is significant.There was uncongenial
atmosphere for women in the Indian society. They were treated
as weaker section of the society. They were confined to their
traditional roles such as mother and wife etc. It Savitribai Phule
who lighted the flame of self-respect among the female strata
of the society.Savitribai Phule made sincere efforts for the
women empowerment through education. She acted as the
leader for the women who were living the life of slavery for
centuries together.Previously, education was regarded as

" male’s cup of tea. Savitribai emphasized on secular education.

According to her,education is one of the basic requirements
like food, water and shelter. This paper focuses on the
contribution of Savitribai Phule in women education in India.
Keywords: Noteworthy, mission, progression,
extracurricularactivities, empowerment
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introduction:

SavitribaiPhule’s contribution for the liberation of the
Indian woman is significant.Her contribution for the
development of women is noteworthy.She worked for the
helpless section of the society such as dalit women and
widows. She is the pioneer of girl's education in India. For
this purpose, she crossed all the barriers of agelong tradition
in Indian society. She started the first school for the girls in
India. Her husband Jyotirao Phule who was one of the social
reformers in colonized India, extended maximum support in
her mission of women’s education.
Women Education in India:

There was uncongenial atmosphere for women in the
Indian society. They were treated as weaker section of the
society. They were confined to their traditional roles such as
mother and wife etc. It Savitribai Phule who lighted the flame
of self-respect among the female strata of the society. The
contribution made by this couple to the progress of human
society is obvious and known to all. The efforts made by
Savitribai are ahead of her time. Her thoughts are quite
relevant in 21 Century society. In good olden days, education
was open for all but it became privilege of some castes.

Previously, education was open for the males in the
Indian society. Mahatma Jyotirao Phule came forward to start
movement of education for women in India. He started women
education from his home by teaching his wife, Savitribai
Phule.He started first school for girls in Pune by appointing
his wife the first teacher in that school.The contribution of
Savitribai Phule is considerable in the progression of women.
She is the first teacher of women education in India. She
showed courage to become the contributor of women
education. Her views on women education are relevant even
in the present scenario. She was a pragmatic educator who
learnt to read and write from her husband.
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Savitribai can be rega “ded as the champion of women
education in India. She was the first Indian woman 10 COME
forward in this regard. She inspired girls of her time to
persuade education. It was such a crucial period that wome n's
aducation and human rights were almost denied during that
time. She along with her husband, started the first women’s
school in 1848 at Bhide Wada in Pune. She admitted eight
girls from different castes. At that time, the education was
only permissible for the males in the society and female
education was regarded as a sin against the norms of the
society.That sin was committed by Savitribai Phule according :
to the orthodox people. She had to face wrath of so-called
protectors of the customs and tradition. She not only taught
reading and writing to the girls but also,she inculcated self-
respect in their minds. Her work highly influenced the people
in general and women strata of the society in particular. Her
network of women education increased in the course of time
nd started three schools in which one hundred and fifty girls
<tarted taking education. She aiso motivated the girl students
to participate in the extracurricular activities. She faced
hurdles throughout life but did not loose courage and
continued her efforts for the girl’s education. She is the real
leader of women education in India.

Savitribai Phule made sincere efforts for the women
empowerment through education. She acted as the leader for
the women who were living the life of slavery for centuries
together. At that time, women Were regarded as objects. She
was the first female teacher of the first women’s school in
India. She started a school in 1852 for untouchable girls. She
was a prominent Indian social reformer and educationist in
the 19th century.She opposed social evils like child-marriage
and sati system. She spoke against the discrimination of
women thatresulted in their subjugatiun.SavitrihaiPhu'l:—:-
thought that everyone should get education. She thought that
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=ducation is one of the basic needsof human beings.She
comprehendedthat the real reason for the backwardness ot
people is ignorance.Education for Savitribai was not only
literacy or knowing the words but igniting the minds. Her first
collection of poems, KavyaPhulewaspublished in 1854.
emphasizing the importance of English and Education.
Conclusion:

Previously, education was regarded as male’s cup of
tea. Savitribai emphasized on secular education. According
to her,education isone of the basicrequirementslike food,
water and shelter. She taught the importance of education for
both boys and girls.She was a believer in the education of
masses in general and women in particular.She realized that
women shouldget an education and they were no way inferior
to men.They are not the slaves of men. She emphasized that
education is the key to self-respect and social reform.She also
stood against the discrimination and unfair treatment of
people based on caste and gender.Her struggle proved fruitful
for the empowerment of women.
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