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Abstract: ) \

: .Mahesh Dattani is the foremost Indian English Playwright today. He has received the |
Pre:stlglous Sahitya Academy Award for his contribution to English Drama. His choice of theme is
quite wide, encompassing the subjects like gender identity, homosexuality, human relationship and
communalism. The present paper focuses on Gender Issue as dealt in the drama ‘Tara'. English
Drama was lagging behind Poetry and Fiction because of lack of audience and stage facilities. Young
writers like Mahesh Dattani has imparted vigor to drama by producing forceful plays like “Tara’, |
Dattani writes about mean, unhappy and ugly themes of life and his nlays are meant for stage
Production and have universal appeal. To look son and daughter with biased and discriminating €yes
has been traditionaland age old custom in India and it has been tagged with rites and rituals of life.
parents thinktheir daughter of alien home as one day she would be married and would live her | |
husband.They have superstitious and mythical beliefs of being ultimately emancipated at the hands E
oftheir son. This fact pertainirig to illusion life is optimally exploited by Dattani in this play.The
drama circles around one dark secret and its revelation. The themes of gender discrimination are all ;
dominant in the drama, Tara. The issueof cultural discrimination with women has been elaborately
and comprehensively dealt byDattani in the play wherein female is subjugated and underestimated
by patriarchal societyand she remains only a care taker for household utensils. children, husband,
other domesticrequirements and tasks of fatigue. Thus Dattani’s drama showcases the stark reality of |
lifeand warrants the attention of the world towards the pressing needs of the time. 1
Keywords: /ndian English Drama,Mahesh Datian. Gender Discrimination 1 '.

In this play Tara, Dattani has highlighted the issue of gender discrimination. This i !
discrimination 15 prevalent amongst the urban educated middle class families living in metropolitan | |
cities like Bangalore and Mumbai. Dattani is a spokes-person of all marginalised group. [n this play | |
he has questioned the role of society that treats the children of same parent in two different ways. | |
The play seems 10 be inspired by Tennessee williams play ‘Glass Menagerie™. In “Glass Menagerie’ |
and ‘Tara’, father of the Protagonist comes from a middle class family and mother belongs to quite |
well off family. Just like Tennessee Chandan is 100 much attached to his sister. In the beginning of | {1
the I\)rama we find that Chandan is in [.ondon and has become & famous playwright under the |
assumed name of Dan. He remembers his childhood days and Tara. his sister who 1S nO More in this |
world. Tara' and Chanda}x are tyo sides of the same self rather than two separate entities. Dan writes | - }
Tara's story to rediscover the neglected half of him, as a means of becoming whole.

The Play is about gjamese-twins, Tara and Chandan, Co-joined at birth. The twins must be
separated successfully to survive. A decision needs 10 be taken on who shall have third leg. Al |
unethical and powerful ‘decision was taken by Bharati, the mother and her powerful grandfather | |

. 3 . ) ‘ e better t0
which leaves Tara crippled for life. Dr. Thakkar was well aware that third leg would adhere bett€ 2
on. Mahesh Dattani admits 10 one of his

the female half and yet becomes a party 1O the decisi//// ; l
e Al | |
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male self being preferred". ;
Chandan, a living person

against sociely. She seems 0 hay
comprises only her parents an brot!
expressed in her conversation with
we've always been. Inseparable.The way we starte
womb. Till we are forced out.... and separated."
- The play has successfully exposed typica
rred a boy child to a girl child. It is conspicuous t
life. The surgery was carried out by Dr. Thakkar at t
‘Bombay. The parents were warned of the odds against surviy ,
kmd, one of the twins has always died by the age of four. Mrs. B ti
her conscience and throughout the play she tries to overcome the gilt b
for her. Her guilt is so intense that she agrees to donate her kidney to h
survive for some more years. As the play progresses we come a
‘Roopa.Bharati imposes her sense of regret on Roopa when she bribes her
companion and says to her "You can watch whatever you want! just be My Tara’s f
In this play Dattani has exposed the conventional Pattern which is being practice
urban educated families that is the preference for Something which is masculine. He R
unearthed the corruption prevalent in the bureaucratic society and at the same time
deterioration of the medical profession. The play centers around the theme that how the phy:

separation manipulated by their mother and erandfather to favour the boy (Chandan) over the girl}
o co-joined twins. Tara’s brother was |

dies away. Chandan experiences the

(Tara) results in an emotional separation between the tw
favoured; Eventually Tara leads a life of paralysed child and

guilt though no fault of her, eventually escapes to London. changes her name and at the end of the

| play apologizes to Tara in the most moving of all lives- “Forgive Tara. Forgive me, for making it my §
Tragedy” Bharati suffers from pangs of guilt but Patel has no compunction for being the party of {
wrong decision by his wife and father in Law. He tries to accommodate his son Chandan and plans |
out his education andcareer. Bharati's father also shows his preference for Male child by leaving her
property to Chandan and not a single penny to Tara. Patel's attitude is also of indifference tow ards |
Tara as he is a mute observer of everything thus tacitly subscribing to the ideology of patriarchal |
I world. He blames his wife and father in Law in the damage done but his complicity in the whole |
(| operation cannot be denied. Dattani has highlignied that attitude for a girl child is far from
satisfactory. All the claims for women's emancipa[ion\ and equality are being belied by the social

|| fabric of our society. :
. Thus Dattani focuses on contemporary issue of gender discrimination in an urban family but

|| like Bcrni{cj Shaw he presents the problem but fails to provide any solution. Dattani has successfully
exposed cxisting patriareal stereotypes of thé Indian mind set. Tara is captivating that it makes Use |
| of a rather unlikely 'Freak' case to lay bare the injustices, in the conventional Indian family. meted
out to a oirl child,a play that comments on a society that treats the children’differently. Bharati's role
y ation highlights the fact that women continue to be willing instruments in the vicious
d fights back against the injustice. She stands strong and |
41
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