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ABSTRACT :

The livestock sector globally is highly dynamic. In developing countries, it is evolving in response to
rapidly increasing demand for livestock products. In developed countries, demand for livestock products is
stagnating, while many production systems are increasing their efficiency and environmental sustainability.
The status, economics and prospects of commercialization of goat production in the country have been
analyzed using primary data from 18 commercial goat farms in different states. It has been revealed that
several large and progressive farmers, businessman and industrialists have adopted commercial goat
farming. The present review covers the main topics related to goats for the last two years. The main topics
were pathology, reproduction, milk and cheese production and quality, production systems, nutrition, hair
production, drugs knowledge and meat production. However, use of improved technologies, particularly
prophylaxis, superior germ plasm, low cost feeds and fodders and innovative marketing of the produce would
be the pre-conditions for successful commercial goat production. Research needs progress rapidly to reach
the level of knowledge of other species like cattle or sheep, especially in milk and meat production.

INTRODUCTION:

Livestock systems occupy about 30 per cent of the planet's ice-free terrestrial surface area and are a
significant global asset with a value of at least $1.4 trillion. The livestock sector is increasingly organized in
long market chains that employ at least 1.3 billion people globally and directly support the livelihoods of 600
million poor smallholder farmers in the developing world. Livestock products contribute 17 per cent to
kilocalorie consumption and 33 per cent to protein consumption globally, but there are large differences
between rich and poor countries.

The number of goats is increasing worldwide and they are becoming increasingly important around
the world for a variety of reasons. Goats are among the main meat-producing animals in India, whose meat
(chevon) is one of the choicest meats and has hugel domestic demand. Besides meat, goats provide other
products like milk, skin, fibre and manure. Goats are important part of rural economy, particularly in the arid,
semi-arid and mountainous regions of the country. " ' :

the productivity of goats under the prevailing traditional Productlon system is very Iow.. It is because
they are maintained under the extensive system on nat_ural vegetation on‘d.egradt_ad common grazing !ands and
tree lopping. Therefore, rearing of goats under .mtens:ye andseml-mtensw_e‘ systerp using lmgroved
technologies for commercial productionhas become lmpgral:ve not oqu for reahz;ng thel‘r full potential but
also tomeet the increasing demand of chevon (goat meat) in the domestic as well as international markets.

LIVESTOCK SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY AS A DRIVER OF CHANGE:
i enetics . : : Rl
o Breeglzg‘:;gp%d countries, the narrowing animal genetic resource base in many of the intensive livestock
roducti stems demonstrates a need to maintain as broad a range of genetic resources as possible, to
prov}]dc 1on S);ic el ce against future challenges and shocks. Institutional and policy frameworks that
‘e)nco:u;giegli sustainable use of traditional breeds and in situ conservation need to be implemented, and more

“Advances in Fisheries , Biological and Allied Research 2

Scanned with Oken Scanner



Scanned with Oken Scanner




Scanned with Oken Scanner




Scanned with Oken Scanner




Scanned with Oken Scanner




